In the consideration of any deviation from the norm, such as small head size, one is interested in the degree of deviation. In order to determine the degree of deviation, it is necssary to determine first the norm, and in this particular instance the selection of a norm presents considerable difficulty.
The simplest method of classification of head size is an absolute one. Thus F. E. had a language deficiency. She was in the fifth grade (two years retarded). Her scholarship was poor. She had remained out till midnight four nights during the week preceding the examination and refused to tell where she had been. During the psychiatric interview she admitted soliciting boys and men on the streets for sex intercourse to secure money. She was committed to a state institution for the feeble-minded.
G. E. was in a special room in school. She ran away from home at every opportunity. She had no playmates but dogs. She also was a sex delinquent. She Avas placed in a fine boarding home. In a short time it was necessary to move her because of her sullenness, inattention, laziness, dirty and disorderly habits, roughness, interest in boys, disobedience, and general incorrigibility. She was then placed in a home of lower standards but did not improve. She was placed in a receiving home, but it was necessary to remove her as she was a detriment to the other children. She was then tried in two more foster homes. After re-examination at the end of the year, a commitment to a state institution for the feeble-minded was advised and carried out.
The parents of these children were born in Czecho-Slovakia.
The father was a steel clipper who had held the same job for 21 years. His health was good. The mother was in good health (except for excessive drinking) until the time of lier death from pneumonia. This drinking was taken up subsequent to the birth of D. E. Very little information was obtained about the family. The father spoke English poorly, and the step-mother not at all.
In the cases of F. E. and G. E. there is record of a normal birth and of infancy and childhood free from illness. D. E., F. E. and G. E. were the first, third and fourth of five children. The second, a boy, was reported by an orphan asylum to be dull and backward and later reported by his father to be "a good boy" in the "fifth or sixth grade." The youngest child, a boy, was adopted.
Here we have three children in a family in whom small head size is associated with mental deficiency. There is indication that small head size associated with mental defect due to cerebral hypoplasia may be hereditary.
